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Report from the President to ILA Members 


In this issue of FOCUS is the printed report of the ILA-ILTA Legislative Com- 
mittee. Mrs. Samuel Berg, Munster, did a tremendous job as chairman of this com- 
mittee. Although none of the bills introduced by the joint associations were passed 
by the legislators, groundwork has been laid for future legislative programs. A 
detailed report of the committee was filed with the Joint Boards and will be passed 
on to the next Legislative Committee. In all probability the legislative program 
for 1958 will be much the same as that for 1956. ILA and IL TA members should 
continue to study the bills introduced during the past legislature. Constructive criti- 
cism of any aspect of the bills should be forwarded to Mrs. Berg to pass on to the 
next legislative committee. “Those who oppose the legislative program are duty-bound 
by their opposition to indicate what their specific objections are. “They should let 
the committee know what words, sentences, or paragraphs in the bills are objectionable. 

‘The proposed standards for public library service and the revised program for 
rural library development under the Library Services Act was sent to the presidents 
of library boards and head librarians. he standards, based on the 4Ld Public 
Library Service were prepared by a representative group of Indiana librarians, 
appointed as a sub-committee of the Joint Library Action Committee. The standards 
were prepared by the committee to simplify and adapt the ALA standards to the 
Indiana library picture. All members of the Association need to consider these 
standards thoughtfully because they will be presented in the 1957 state meeting for 
adoption. A good introduction was given to them in the recent district meetings. 

Relative to the revised program for rural library development under the Library 
Services Act, the Associated Boards, at the last Joint Board meeting, approved the 
following motion: 

“In view of the fact that legislation empowering the State Library Board to 
accept and utilize federal funds under the original plan as proposed by the Legis- 
lative Action Committee was not adopted by the General Assembly but the federal 
funds are now available for utilization, it is the sense of the Joint Boards that it is 
appropriate for the State Library Board to proceed to work out a means for the 
authorization and utilization of available federal funds within the framework of 
existing legislation as outlined in the March 15, 1957 revised proposal submitted 
by the Action Committee.” 

(Disposition of this matter is covered elsewhere in this issue in a statement by 
Mr. Brigham.) 

The Library Action Committee recommended a budget of $450.00 for the com- 
mittee for 1957. This amount was approved by the Joint Boards. This committee 
also recommended an increase in mileage paid by both associations, and both Boards 
voted to increase the mileage for committee meetings from 6c to 7c. All committees 
of ILA may have one expense-paid meeting a year; the Legislative and Action Com- 
mittes may meet as often as needed. 

Because of the many letters received by the ILA in regard to awards and cita- 
tions other than those considered by the ILA Trustees Citation Committee, the 
committee has been changed to an Awards and Citation Committee, Miss Lucile 
Williarns, Chairman. 


Membership for 1957 now stands at 607. The treasurer sent out a reminder 


(Continued on Page 11) 








HORIZONS UNLIMITED — DISTRICT MEETINGS 1957 


Before the 1957 District Meetings convened, the ILA-ILTA Joint Library 
Action Committee distributed to all Presidents of Library Boards and Head Librar- 
ians two reports for study and consideration: ‘Proposed Indiana Standards for Pub- 
lic Library Service’ and “Revised Program for Rural Development under the 
Library Services Act.”’ 

The proposed public library standards formed the basis for the main portions of 
all the meetings, with a member of the Sub-Committee on Standards introducing 
the topic, leading a general discussion and outlining the method of presentation, 
together with a reading of ‘Functions of the Public Library,” which was distributed 
to all in attendance. Because the adoption of these standards will be considered at 
the annual Fall Conference and because all members could not be present at the 


district meetings, the introductory remarks are being printed here for study and review. 


INTRODUCTION TO INDIANA LIBRARY STANDARDS 


In 1933 and again in 1942 the Ameri- What evolved is the material being 
can Library Association established mini- presented. It is, we hope, a plan for bet- 
mum standards of good library service in ter library service for every community 
two published statements. After World in Indiana. It is based on the concept of 
War II it realized that these statements cooperation for the common good. It 
needed revision. Within the Public Li- will show how libraries can, without los- 
braries Division of the Association a Co- ing their own individualiteis, establish re- 
ordinating Committee was formed. The  ciprocal service to help each other and the 
final statement adopted by the ALA in communities they serve. This material 
1956 was the result of group enterprise is not a mandate or a law, but a volun- 
on the widest scale. It represents a con- tary measuring stick that each library can 
sensus of informed opinion checked and use to determine how adequate it is. It 
rechecked. Most of your libraries by now’ can be used by its trustees as a goal to 
will have had access to a copy of PUB- | strive for. 

LIC LIBRARY SERVICES. Certain basic principles have been kept 

In the spring of 1956 the Library Ac- jn mind. A library is a service organiza- 
tion Committee of the Indiana Library tion, not a building ; what it accomplishes 
Association and the Indiana Library cannot be measured merely by qualitative 
Trustees Association authorized the estab- 


: controls or by quantitative standards. 
lishment of a sub-committee to study the 


: ; : Each library has its own problems and 
present and future needs of the public 


libraries of Indiana and to propose a set 
of standards. There were no valid Indi- 
ana library standards and increased costs 
of operation and new concepts of library 
service had made most of the other avail- 
able standards obsolete. Since the ALA aspects of library service are covered: 
standards were available (in then unpub- 1) structure and government of library 
lished form) the committee was able to service, that is, the library system and 
study them thoroughly and make use of how it works 2) service 3) materials 
them as the basis for its work. +) personnel 5) technical processes and 


its special area of service, but there are 
certain basic functions that libraries must 
fulfill in order to be a vital part of com- 
munity life. This is where the standards 
and principles are operative. Six chief 


bo 


6) physical facilities. These can be eval- 
uated in any library anywhere in Indiana. 

It is important to remember a few 
basic terms as set out in the first section 
covering structure and government. The 
term “library system” is used to mean 
any group of cooperating libraries (wheth- 
er a city and its branches, a county and 
its branches or a group of independent 
units linked together voluntarily for the 
good); the 


refers to the small independent 


common term “community 
library” 
library as well as the branch of a larger 
system. If the library does not approach 
the standards set up, then the community 
and its people will not be getting the 


service they should have come to expect. 


is entitled to 
adequate service and these standards are 


Every citizen of Indiana 

minimum requirements for that service. 
With the Indiana 

library programs and needs and with li- 


wide variation of 
braries ranging from the very smallest to 
the very large, it is obvious that no accu- 
rate nor adequate financial standards can 
te set up. The only practical figures are 
these which set out unit costs of mate- 
rials and services and which can be used 
in the realistic planning of the annual 
budget. Even they can become outdated 
very rapidly and so will not be incorpo- 
rated into the actual body of the standards. 

Now let us turn to the statement of 
functions: 


FUNCTIONS OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY * 


The modern public library collects the 
printed and audio-visual materials needed 
to conduct the individual and group life 
Further, 
these 


of its constituency. it organizes 


and makes available resources so 
that they are convenient and easy to use. 
Still further, it interprets and guides the 
use of materials to enable as many people 
as possible to apply in their daily lives 
of what 


collection, organization 


the record is known. Lack of 





any one of these 
and distribution, interpretation and guid- 
ance — results in sub-standard library 
service. 

The essential functions of the public 
library can be described under the provi- 
The other 
topics in these principles and standards— 


sion of materials and services. 


on personnel, physical facilities, ete.— 
with 


achieve adequacy in these functions. 


have to do means necessary to 
Materials 

The book and other resources of the 

library constitute the “open door” by 

individual can from 


which each 


his limitations. 


escape 
Selection of needed mate- 
rials is a basic function of the public 
library. By provision of materials, the li- 
brarian opens a wider world to all who 
can read. 


Provision of materials means more than 
occasional availability. It means a supply 
sufficient to make the library a dependable 
source for most people most of the time. 
In addition to books, the public library 


selects and provides pamphlets, documents 


and other nonbook sources in printed 
form, and films, tapes, discs and other 
nonprint recording of knowledge and 


opinion. 
‘These materials are provided: 
‘Yo facilitate informal self-education 
of all people in the community 
‘Yo enrich and further develop the sub- 
jects on which individuals are under- 
taking formal education 
‘To meet the informational needs of all 
‘To support the educational, civic, and 
cultural activities of groups and or- 
ganizations 
‘To encourage wholesome recreation and 
constructive use of leisure time. 
Services 
All activities of the library are designed 
to facilitate use of resources, to remove 
barriers, to invite use, to guide reading 
toward the goals of each individual. 
Services provided by the public library 
must be planned in relation to other facil- 
ities in the community served. Standards 








for service must recognize the necessary 


variations in library programs required 


by differing communities. 


‘The services performed by the modern 


library are as follows: 


Logical organization of materials for 
convenient use through shelf arrange- 
ment, classification, and cataloging 

Lending of materials so that they may 
be used in the location and at the 
time suited to each individual 

Provision of information. service de- 
signed to locate facts as needed 

Guidance to individuals in the use of 
educational and recreational mate- 
rial 

Assistance to civic, cultural, and educa- 
tional organizations, in locating and 
using materials for program  plan- 
ning, projects and the education of 
members 

Stimulation of use and interpretation 
of materials through publicity, dis- 
play, reading lists, story hours, book 
talks, book and film discussion, and 
other appropriate means either in the 

organiza- 


library or in community 


tions. 


The materials, services, personnel, and 
physical facilities of the public library 
cover the interests of all ages and groups 
in the population. Starting with the very 
youngest, the pre-school child needs spe- 
cial resources and help. The fast-growing 
group of children of school age constitutes 
another important part of the library re- 
sponsibility. “een-agers and young adults, 
the challenging group approximately thir- 
teen through nineteen years of age that is 
making the transition 
school to adult life, constitute still an- 


from home and 
other distinct responsibility. The various 
groups and interests in the adult popula- 
tion—the parent, the farmer, the business- 
should be reflected in 





man, for example 
materials and services. 


extends to those aspects of 


The library re- 
sponsibility 


the well-being of older and retired peo- 
ple that can be served by library facilities. 
lt is to be expressly understood that each 
standard in this document applies to all 
ages and groups, and that a standard is 
not achieved if its provisions are met foi 
one part of the population but not for 
another. 


The remainder of this document rests 
upon these minimum functions of modern 
library service, below which the child and 
citizen are denied reasonable opportunity 
to develop. Achievement of the stand- 
ards presented here will enable a library 
to perform these essential functions. 


Publi 


Evaluation, 


S¢ rvice > A 


Minimum 


Library 
with 
Co-ordinating 
Public Li- 
Divi- 


“Source: 
Guide to 
Standards prepared by 
Revision of 
brary Standards, Public Library 
sion, ALA, 1956. 


Committee on 
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DISTRICT MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 


Rounding out the day’s program in ad- 
dition to the study of standards was an 
interesting variety of offerings in each of 
the six districts: 

Plymouth May 8 
Bard presented “New 
Officers elected for 
the coming year were: chairman, Russel 
A. Ed- 
ward B. Hayward, Hammond; secretary- 
treasurer, Velma Bright, Akron. 
Disirict I1 Auburn May 10 

Brief discussion were divided 
into work with children and adults. The 
adult groups considered microfilm prac- 


District 1 
Mrs. Harriet 


Horizons in Books.” 


Dilts, Winamac; vice-chairman, 


sessions 


tices, the Indiana Film Circuit, and li- 
brary record collections. These were fol- 
lowed by a travel talk on ‘“Norway’’ by 
Mrs. Jay Morris. New 
for 1958 are: chairman, A. James Sloan, 
K. 


Jones, Wabash; secretary-treasurer, Mrs. 


officers chosen 
Jr., Warsaw; vice-chairman, Mrs. E. 


Quiggsby, Ligonier. 
District III 
Richa rd 


‘Thorntown 


Thorntown April 26 


of the 
presented 


President 


Board 


Beesley, 
Library 
“Bits of Thorntown Indian Lore”’ 
Harriet Bard “New 
Books.” Newly elected officers are: 
chairman, Robert McClarren, Crawfords- 
ville; vice-chairman, Willis H. Parr, Leb- 


and 
discussed Horizons 


In 


anon; secretary-treasurer, Edith Miller, 
Linden. 
District IV Muncie May 6 


A continuation of the theme “Horizons 
Unlimited” was extended to a panel dis- 
cussion asking “Where Do We Go from 
Here?” 


tending Service to New Areas,” 


Suggestions were given for “Ex- 
“Creat- 
“Using Special Serv- 
ices,’ and ‘‘Widening Horizons through 
300ks.” 
1958 
Muncie; 


ing New Services,” 


Elected to serve as officers for 
chairman, Leon 1. Jones, 
vice-chairman, Mrs. Robert 
Bertsch, Cambridge City; secretary-treas- 
urer, Helen Greely, Rushville. 


were: 


mn 


District V_ Evansville April 24 


held at 
‘Tables’ (seating by pre-registration) cov- 
ering a variety of interests from ‘Book 
List to “Budget Proce- 
dures.” The afternoon session continued 


Luncheon was ‘Discussion 


Preparation” 


a study of standards in group discussion 
and also provided for a college and uni- 
versity group to study new and proposed 
buildings. “The new officers for this dis- 
chairman, Mrs. Ruth Bourne, 
Mrs. M. S. 
Spencer; secretary - treasurer, 
Margaret Cooper, Linton. 


District VI April 22 


A symposium: “What Is Ahead for 
Southeastern Indiana” was moderated by 
Roy P. Whitton, Secretary of Southern 
Indiana, 


trict are: 
Spencer; vice-chairman, 


Brown, 


Jeffersonville 


Inc. This was followed by a 
forum: “Why Is Industrial Development 
Important to Libraries?” These officers 
were elected: chairman, Mrs. Beth Pow- 
ers, Seymour; vice-chairman, Miss Percie 
Poindexter, Jeffersonville; secretary-treas- 
urer, Amy Hammersmith, Salem. 


TRUSTEE CITATION 


The Awards and Citation Committee 
reminds 
for the 
in order. Made each year at the state 
ILA-ILTA this 


limited to trustees who are members of 


ILA members that nominations 


1957 ‘Trustee Citation are now 


conference, citation is 
the Indiana Library Trustees Association 
in actual service in an Indiana library 
during at least part of the calendar year 
preceding the time at which the award is 
made. According to the plan adopted by 
[LA, the committee must consider library 
activities in the state as well as service 
to the local library. 

Closing date for nominations is August 
23, '95%. forms 


Recommendation are 


(Continued on Page 11) 








REPORT OF ILA-ILTA LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 


Library legislation approved by ILA 
and ILTA at their annual meeting at 
French Lick last year was knocked down 
in this session of the General Assembly. 
Of the four bills introduced, only one 
survived committee hearings and came 
out on the floor to be defeated on third 
reading. Final summary follows: 

HB-174 Library Study 


Given a federal aid label, the bill was 


Commission. 


severely trounced in the executive session 
and was not reported out of committee. 

SB-189 Regional Library Law. 
tor Bontrager, chairman of the Educa- 
tion Committee to which the bill had been 
assigned, was most complimentary about 


Sena- 


the preparation of the bill, but sincerely 
regretted that our “labor of love” would 
not be reported out of committee. 
SB-235 Amendments to the State Li- 
Law. 
mentation for acceptance of federal aid 
funds under the Library Service Act.) 


brar) (Provided necessary imple- 


This was not reported out of committee. 

SB-147 Amendments to the 1947 Li- 
brary Law. Amended on second reading 
by Senator Dunn to include a provision 
eliminating the minimum levy or floor, it 
was defeated on third reading. Senator 
Dunn’s amendment was originally pre- 
sented in a separate bill which the ILA- 
ILTA Legislative Committee was able to 
keep from being reported out of committee. 

‘The members of the legislative commit- 
tee, the association presidents, the State 
Library Staff and many others put a tre- 
mendous amount of time and effort into 
this program, dedicated to the best inter- 
ests of libraries in the state. 
was threatened with being legislated out 


No library 


of existence, but in every instance opposi- 
tion to the bills from the Small Libraries 
Group was apparent. Letters read by a 
senator put the Small Libraries Group on 
record as being opposed to all ILA and 
ILTA legislation. The defeat of the pro- 
gram has certainly set back extension serv- 
ice in the state, a service to which all 


of us are dedicated by the constitutions 
of the organizations. 

In spite of these adverse conditions, a 
great deal has been accomplished to make 
the legislators more aware of libraries 
than ever before. Legislators learned 
something about what a good library pro- 
vides and they learned something about a 
library’s potential as an educational and 
Many of them are looking 


at their own libraries and making com- 


social force. 


parisons with other libraries. 

The members of the ILA-ILTA Leg- 
islative Committee extend their sincere 
appreciation to all whose interest in Indi- 
ana libraries helped with this program, 
particularly to those librarians of small 
libraries who understood the program and 
contributed to its promotion; to Leon 
Jones for his compilation of library in- 
formation and to Caroline Dunn and the 
staff of the State Library for their assist- 
ance. ‘To Esther Thornton and Mary 
Bertsch, to Stillman Dor- 


othy Lykins, presidents of the two associ- 


Taylor and 


ations during the time this program was 
in preparation, our thanks for their gen- 
erous cooperation and devotion. ‘Vo Har- 
old Brigham and Harriet Carter, a very 
special tribute for their tremendous help. 
Certainly the defeat of this legislative 

program is a grievous disappointment to 
the members of the Legislative Commit- 
tee. We sincerely wish it could have been 
otherwise. The committee strongly rec- 
ommends that this program be continued 
along with an educational program. 

GEORGE CURTIS 

HERBERT GOLDHOR 

RALPH VAN HANDEL 

MartHA REYNOLDS 

RoBpert WERNLE 

Mrs. G. K. BRIpwWELL 

Mrs. A. H. MoeLLer 

Paut HENDERSON 

Mrs. SAMUEL BErG, Chairman 

ILA-ILTA Legislative 


Committee 


FEDERAL LIBRARY PROGRAM 
NOT FOR INDIANA 


Harold W. Handley an- 


nounced his decision on April 2+ to dis- 


Governor 


approve authorization of Indiana partici- 
pation in the Federal Library Program. 
This was the prerogative of the Gover- 
law which 
federal aid can be accepted by a state 


nor under a specifies that 


agency only “by and with the consent 
ot the governor.” 

It is only fair to the State Library 
Board to record the fact that it had had 
previous clear indication that the Goy- 
ernor was willing to go along with the 
federal program, since the federal funds 
were actually available, although he was 
reluctant to do so. His 


however, was to reject participation in 


final decision, 
the federal program. As soon as the State 
Library Board received official notitica- 
tion of this decision on April 26, Wash- 
ington was notified that Indiana would 
not participate. The State Library so 
informed the District Library Meetings, 
which were then in progress. 

Indiana’s withdrawal from the federal 
program confronts the ILA and ILTA 
(including the Small Libraries Group) 
and the State Library with important de- 
cisions looking to the development of an 
Indiana library program which can have 
the full support of all librarians and li- 
brary trustees of the state. 

H. F. BricHaM, Director 
Indiana State Library 


WE NOTE WITH SORROW 


Goshen Public Library lost a valuable 
assistant with the death of Jean Arnold, 
who had served on the staff for eight 
years. 

Mrs. Anna Tomashevsky, an assistant 
librarian at the Indianapolis Public Li- 
brary’s Riverside Branch, passed away 
January 14. She had served there since 


1950. 


SUMMER WORKSHOPS 


Indiana librarians, students, and stu- 
dent assistants have the opportunity for 
professional information and training in 
three workshops being conducted within 
or near Hoosier boundaries this summer. 

June 10-15 at Indiana State ‘Teachers 
College there will be an 


School Workshop 


meet the potential 


Introductory 
Library designed to 
needs of a school 
little or 
library science. “wo hours of credit will 
Ap- 
Ma- 


rino, Director of Libraries, Indiana State 


librarian with no training in 
be given, but enrollment is limited. 
plicants should write to Samuel J. 


‘Teachers College, Verre Haute. 

June 19-20 the University of Chicago 
is conducting its “Twenty-Second Annual 
Library 


Conference at the Graduate 


School. The title of the 1957 Conference 
will be “New Directions in Public Li- 
brary Development.” It will deal with 


the changing concepts of the public li- 
brary which are revealed in such recent 
developments as the new standards, the 
proposals submitted for support under the 
Library Services Act, and the many new 
activities and plans which libraries are 
undertaking. 

July 20-27 has been set for the Fourth 
Annual Workshop for Student Library 
Assistants sponsored by the Indiana Uni- 
versity Division of Library Science. ‘Those 
eligible to attend are current high school 
freshmen, sophomores and juniors, plus 
a limited number of high school seniors 
who are seriously planning to make a pro- 
fessional career of librarianship. Enroll- 
ment is limited to two candidates from 
each public and/or school library, with 
“Alums” from the 1956 Workshop ac- 
cepted in addition to this quota. Appli- 
cants may be recommended by either their 
public or school librarians. Cost is $27.50 
per student for the entire workshop. Ap- 
plication forms are available from Pauline 
O’ Melia, Indiana University Division of 
Library Science, Bloomington. 





out and back in a hurry 


Our life today is dependent on schedules . . . library 
. class . . . work .. . train and plane schedules. Why 
not a Bindery delivery schedule, too? Heckman gives 
you scheduled service . . . scheduled production . . . scheduled 
transportation. Ten Heckman trucks are making pickups 
and deliveries daily and the librarians they serve are enjoying a 


schedule they can count on. 


It helps them to plan their work . . . their library patrons can 


be informed when volumes in the bindery will be returned. 


Scheduled service is available only at Heckman’s. Why don’t you 
try a scheduled service, too, as so many librarians have. 


Contact Heckman today for the schedule in your locality. 


BOUND 
TO PLEASE 


NORTH MANCHESTER, INDIANA 





HAMMOND JAYCEE’S 
“OPERATION LIBRARY” 

‘The 
Commerce “jumped the gun” on a nation- 
1957 early in 
January before information had been ofh- 
cially 


Hammond Junior Chamber of 


wide Jaycee project for 


national 
chapters. Credit for this fast start is due 
to Ruth Berg, State Chairman of the 
ILA-ILTA Joint Legislative Committee. 
At her instigation a meeting was held at 


received from state or 


the Hammond Public Library on January 
15 with officers of the Hammond Jaycee 
organization. Principal business of this 
meeting was to acquaint the group with 
the possibilities of assistance to their local 
public library and to enlist the support 
of their organization for the library leg- 
islation then pending. 

As a result of this meeting the Ham- 
mond Junior Chamber of Commerce off- 
cially adopted “Operation Library” as a 
part of their 1957 program and appointed 
a library to 
Hammond City Librarian. 


committee work with the 

‘That the first and most pressing pro- 
ject, passage of the 1957 library legisla- 
tive program, was not successful was 
due to factors beyond local scope. 

At a subsequent meeting of the Ham- 
mond librarian and the Jaycee Library 
Committee it was decided that a desir- 
able first step would be to acquaint each 
Jaycee member with the location and 
services of the Main Public Library and 
the branch in his neighborhood. A meet- 
ing of the full membership devoted to 
the public library is being arranged and 
each member will be asked to bring evi- 
dence that he has visited the Main Li- 
brary or his neighborhood branch. 

Following this initial “get acquainted” 
endeavor, the Jaycee Library Committee 
hopes to enlist membership interest and 
support for other local public library ac- 
tivities. Such a group of influential and 
vigorous young men informed on current 
library matters will provide a valuable 
resource of community good will. 


OHIO VALLEY 
CATALOGERS MEET 

The annual meeting of the Ohio Val- 
ley Regional Group of Catalogers was 
held in Cincinnati on April 26-27. The 
tormal program was built around the 
theme: “The Ohio River Valley, Its Im- 
portance and Development.” 

Miss Nellie M. Coats, Indiana State 
Library, was the key-note speaker. Since 
the proposed Subject Heading Code is to 
David Ne 
Haykin of the Library of Congress con- 


receive special consideration, 
ducted a lively question-and-answer ses- 
sion aptly termed “The Specialist Faces 
the Catalogers.”’ Miss Rachel Road, Pur- 
due University Library, reported on the 
ALA reorganization as it will affect this 
group. At the dinner meeting Charles W. 
Stoll of the Sinclair Refining Company, 
Louisville, was the principal speaker. The 
closing session was the Saturday morning 
breakfast at which Mrs. Dorothy Powers, 
curator of the Inland Rivers Library of 
the Cincinnati Public Library, explained 
the scope of the collection and plans for 
its development. 

president for 1957-58 is 
Public Library of 
Cincinnati and Hamilton County. Vice- 
President (and President-Elect) is Mil- 
dred Rettig, Evansville and Vanderburgh 
County Public Library. The 1958 Con- 
ference will be held at the new DePauw 
University Library in Greencastle. 


Incoming 


Eleanor Shrimpton, 


NEWS: PERSONNEL 


Public Library has 
nounced the appointment of the follow- 
ing assistants: Beverly Salzman, Ron- 
ald Sparks, Karen Ruth Taylor, and Mrs. 
Mrs. Ruth 
named as a Young Adults Assistant and 
Mrs. Mary Elles as an Assistant Chil- 
dren’s Librarian. 


Indianapolis an- 


Augusta Jones. Brown was 


Sarah Snider is to be a new assistant 
in the Muncie Public Library following 
her graduation from Ball State Teachers’ 
College in June. 








A TRIBUTE 


The South Bend community and _ the 
staft of the Public Library suffered an 
irreplaceable loss in the sudden death of 
Katherine L. Croxall on April 28, 1957. 
She had not been in good health for sev- 
eral weeks but no one realized the seri- 
ousness of her illness and all were shocked 
when they heard of her death. 


The South Bend Tribune obituary paid 
tribute to her outstanding contribution to 
the community through her many civic 
activities which were formally recognized 
last year when the South Bend YMCA’s 
Y’s Men’s Club presented her its Human 


Relations Award for 1956. 


She gave wholeheartedly of herself in 
serving and old _ alike, 
through her many activities and afflia- 
‘To thousands of children, young 
in South 


people, young 
tions. 
people, teachers and parents 
Bend mention of the Public Library spon- 
ta:eously brought to their minds the name 
of Katherine Croxall. In 1943 she came 
to South Bend after serving as Children’s 
Librarian at Richmond for eight years, 
and for was ‘The 
Story Lady” for countless children who 
were introduced to the pleasures to be 
obtained from books and the Library by 
their participation in the pre-school story 
hours she led in the central Children’s 
Room and the five branch libraries. 


fourteen years she 


‘The memorial service which was at- 
tended by hundreds, who will miss her, 
was a moving and eloquent tribute. Her 
generous giving of herself without limita- 
tion made others feel how little in com- 
themselves have done to 
Everyone who knew 


parison they 
serve their fellows. 
her admired her devotion and service to 
people. Hers was a gracious, friendly and 
animated spirit which all will miss but 
always cherish in their memory of Kath- 


erine Croxall. 


Rocer B. Francis, Librarian 
South Bend Public Dibrary 


ISLA CONFERENCE 


“Youth and the School Library” was 
the theme of the Eleventh Annual School 
Library Conference sponsored by the In- 
diana School Librarians Association and 
ot Li- 
brary Science, which was held April 26- 
27 at the Indiana University Medical Cen- 


the Indiana University Division 


te: in Indianapolis. 


May 


serve 


Hill Arbuthnot of Western Re- 
University, authority the 
held of children’s literature, was a fea- 


1; 
li 


an in 
tured speaker at the conference dinner 
and in the Third General Session. She 
spoke on “Design for Living” and ‘Po- 
etry from Mother Goose to T. S. Eliot.” 
Other speakers were Katherine Barnett 
of the State Department of Public In- 
struction and Dr. Christian Jung, School 
of Education, Indiana University. 

Ruth Dougherty, Franklin Township 
High School, Wanamaker, 
1957-58 President of ISLA. 


Was named 
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notice early in April and any member who did not pay his dues by April 15 was 
dropped from the membership. 

It is well that I have kept no record of hours spent on Indiana Library Associa- 
tion matters! I am sure no president of the Association could possibly get through 
the year without the cooperation and understanding of the staff of his library who 
keep things going on the local level while countless hours are spent anywhere but 
at home. It is a stimulating and rewarding experience, but it makes one wonder if 
the structure of the Association demands more from the president than anyone can 
give. As president, it is a shock to find oneself on so many committees. 


Both the ILA and 


their presidents on various committees and studying the possibility of relieving both 


ILTA toards are examining the ex officio membership of 


presidents from some of these duties and spreading the ex officio relationship among 
the members of their boards. “‘Vhrough the years, also, the State Librarian and the 
Head of Extension have been put on many committees and we feel it is time the 
members of ILA took over much of this responsibility. This year has shown me, as 
president, that ILA constitution and the structure of committees needs study and 
revision. 

STILLMAN K. TAYLor 

President, ILA 





COMMITTEE ADDITIONS 


‘The following additions should be made 
to the roster of committee members pub- 
lished in the February issue of FOCUS: 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Margaret Rufsvold, Indiana Univers:t 

Chairman 
Lucile Williams, Kendallville 
Margaret Turk, Wiley High 

‘Terre Haute 

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Leon I. Jones, Muncie, Chairman 
(Vacant) District | 
Bertha Heller, Decatur, District II 
Sylvia Taylor, Greencastle, District III 
Audrey Haworth, Noblesville, District 1V 
Maxine Batman, Vincennes, District V 
Phil Hamilton, Seymour, District VI 

RECRUITMENT COMMITTEE 
Oswald H. Joerg, Evansville, Chairman 
Katherine Barnett, State Department of 

Education 
Larry Downey, Indianapolis 
Robert McClarren, Crawfordsville 
Ex Officio: 

Hazel Warren, Consultant, Certification 
and Placement, State Library 


= 


School, 


(Continued from Page 5) 
available from committee chairman, Lu- 
cile Williams, Public Library, Kendall- 
ville. Nominations may also be sent to 
the other members of the 
Holden, Logansport, 


Stouder, Goshen. 


committee: 


Marie 


Edna and 


MOUNT VERNON LIBRARIAN 


Lola E. Nolte retired May 1, 1957, 
after 37 years of service in the Alexan- 
drian Free Public Library of Mount Ver- 
Margaret L. Forthoffer, her assist- 
ant for 30 years has been named as her 
successor. The new Mrs. 


Mary Lloyd Hurley. 


non. 


assistant is 


COMING EVENTS 


June 23-29—ALA Annual Conference, 
Kansas City, Missouri. 


October 17-19—ILA-ILTA Conference, 
Indianapolis — Sheraton- Lincoln 
Hotel. 
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ing. Each set is a complete alphabetical 
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secured the proper selection of subiect Remington. Pbanudl 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
RECEIPTS 


Balance on hand, January 1, 1956 $1,407.63 
Membership dues 2,229.00 
FOCUS advertising and subscriptions 777.00 
Sale of publications 268.50 
State Conference receipts, 1956 1,498.00 
Tri-State Conference (1955) overage 1,041.97 
Interest on bonds 25.70 
Miscellaneous 128.16 


$7,375.96 


Chapter dues to ALA 

Contribution to ALA Washington Office 

Publication of FOCUS 

Executive Board expense 

Action Committee expense 

Legislative Committee expense ...........ccceceseeeseeeeeeeee paella 
Scholarship Loan Fund 

Recruitment materials 

Expenses incurred by other committees ..........sccccsscssccccsssssessscescsccsssessccesees 
Library Services Bill expense 

State Conference expense, 1956 

I I lt lalcenilniteaicsanamlecnamioapaseadadie 
Tri-State Conference overage to ILTA 

ILTA (1/3 share of unclaimed speakers’ fees and sale of publications) 
Government Bond (Series K-D247700) 

Stationery, printing and postage 

Miscellaneous 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $5,200.44 
Balance on hand, December 31, 1956 $2,175.52 


BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD hospitalization insurance rate increases for 
members of the ILA group became effective May 15. The new premium is $4.05 
per month for the individual policy and $10.30 per month for the family policy. 
Members who have paid the lower rate for any period beyond May 15 will receive 
a supplementary billing for the amount of increase in the near future. Blue Cross 
advises that barring any unforeseen changes in the economy, the new rates will 
continue at least until 1960. For any additional information, contact Nevin W. 
Raber, ILA Insurance Coordinator, at the Indianapolis Public Library. 
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